




































































































ing procedure. The identified coal 
resources under less than 1,000 
feet of cover were calculated by 
adding Berryhill and others' (1950) 
estimates of the measured and in­
dicated bituminous coal resources 
for coals greater than 42 inches 
thick to the measured and indicated 
resources for subbituminous coals 
greater than 5 feet thick in the 
0-1,000 feet of cover category. 
The cumulative production and mining 
losses for the Hanna Coal Field 
were then subtracted from this total 
to get the remaining reserve base 
between O and 1,000 feet of cover. 
From this, the remaining strippable 
reserve base of Glass and Roberts 
(1979) was subtracted, leaving a re­
maining underground reserve base of 
768 million tons. Obviously, this 
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simplistic approach only provides 
a rough approximation of the under­
ground reserve base. 

Because this estimated under­
ground reserve base, which only re­
fers to coals between 200 and 1,000 
feet deep, is not much larger than 
the remaining strippable reserve 
base of 633.67 million tons, which 
only includes coals less than 200 
feet deep, there is a very good 
chance that the preceding estimate 
of underground reserve base could 
easily be 3 to 4 times too small. 
Only a more conventional reserve 
estimation, however, will improve 
on the earlier methodology or 
prove that the previous estimate 
was inaccurate. 
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